Sec. 5. Resolve 2003,¢.83,84 i s anended to read:

Sec. 4. Committee duties. Resolved: That the commttee shall neet a
total of not nore than 4— 8 times to study state and | ocal
governnmental conpliance with Miine's freedom of access |aws and
other issues relating to citizens' access to public records and

public proceedings. In exam ning these issues, the commttee
shal | :
1. Review and analyze the Report on Public Records Audit,

prepared by the Mine Freedom of Information Coalition in
Novenber 2002, and the recomrendati ons made in the report;

2. Study what neasures, if any, state and | ocal governnenta
entities in Maine and in other states have taken to ensure their
enpl oyees are know edgeabl e about and conply with Miine's freedom
of access |aws or other conparable state | aws;

3. I nvestigate and recomend ways in which governnental
conpliance wth Mine's freedom of access laws nmay be
meani ngfully inproved and calculate what, if any, costs may be

associ ated wi th maki ng such inprovenents;

4. Undertake a conprehensive inventory and review of the
vari ous exceptions to public access to records and proceedings
found within the freedom of access laws and identify possible
changes to these exceptions in order to streamline M ne |aw and
thereby make it nore easily understood and conplied with by
gover nnent al enpl oyees;

5. Reconsi der whether the need for any of the statutory
exceptions, as currently worded, is outweighed by the State's
general interest in ensuring citizens' access to public records
and proceedi ngs; and

6. Study whether and to what extent the freedom of access
| aws may be used as a harassnent tool against |ocal governnental
entities and what renedies may be avail able and appropriate to
deter any such harassnent; and-be+tfurther

7. Recommend whet her the personal honme contact information of
public enployees should be confidential and not subject to
di scl osur e;

8. Review the fees charged by agencies and officials for
copi es of public records and determ ne whether a cap on fees is




appropriate and, if so, recommend the level of such a cap on

copyi ng fees;

9. Review the issues surrounding appropriate charges for
renote el ectronic access to public records;

10. Recommend whether the court should have discretion to
award attorney's fees to a party denied access to records or
proceedi ngs and, if so, under what circunstances;

11. Recomrend whet her the enforcenent procedures of Miine's
freedom of access laws, including the inposition of nonetary
penal ties, should be nodified;

12. Explore options for providing staffing assistance for the
| egislative review of exceptions to the definition of "public
records"”,;

13. Revi ew the issues surrounding the extent to which voice
mail and electronic mail are public records and determne if
statutory changes are necessary to ensure public access to public
records;

14. Review the 1issues surrounding the conduct of public
proceedi ngs through el ectronic neans and the nethods of ensuring
public access to such proceedi ngs;

15. Revi ew the options for standardization and clarification
of Maine law contained in the report to the Legislature,
Confidentiality of Public Records (1992), prepared by the Ofice
of Policy and Legal Anal ysis;

16. Review the efforts of the Departnent of the Attorney
Ceneral to provide public access assistance to the public and
entities covered by Maine's freedom of access |aws; and

17. Revi ew any other public access issues that may inprove
conpliance with Maine's freedom of access | aws and enhance public
access to public proceedings; and be it further

Sec. 6. Resolve 2003, c. 83,87-A i s enacted to read:

Sec. 7-A. Funding for 2nd year of study. Resolved: That any unexpended
bal ance of funds originally budgeted to support the work of the
commnttee that remain wthin the Legislature's M scell aneous
Studi es account nust be used for the sane purposes; and be it
further

Sec. 7. Resolve 2003,¢.83,89 i s anended to read:



Sec. 9. Initial report. Resolved: That the commttee shall submt —a
an initial report that includes its findings and recommendati ons
i ncluding suggested legislation for presentation to the Joint
Standing Conmittee on Judiciary and the Legislative Council by
Decenber 3, 2003. Foll owi ng receipt and review of the report,
the Joint Standing Commttee on Judiciary may report out a bill
to the Second Regular Session of the 121st Legislature to

inplenment the commttee's recomendati ons. If the commttee
requires a limted extension of tinme to conclude its study and to
make its report, it may apply to the Legislative Council, which

may grant the extension; and be it further
Sec. 8. Resolve 2003, c. 83,89-A i s enacted to read:

Sec. 9-A. Final report. Resolved: That, not |ater than Novenber 3,
2004, the commttee shall submt a final report that includes its
findings and recommendations, including suggested |egislation,
for presentation to the First Regular Session of the 122nd
Legi sl ature. The commttee is authorized to submt |egislation
related to its report for introduction to the First Regular
Session of the 122nd Legislature at the tine of subm ssion of its
report; and be it further




